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CLAIMS 

1. A bontrol apparatus for control data for managing one or more contents data and 
the using condition information stating use conditions of each contents data and for 
controlling the corresponding contents data based on the using condition information, 
said apparatus comprising: 

me^s for converting said using condition information stated in a pre-set format 
into the using condition information of another format having the same contents; 

2. A control method for control data for managing one or more contents data and the 
using conditioji information stating use conditions of each contents data and for 
controlling the corresponding contents data based on the using condition information, 
said method cornprising: 

a step of converting said using condition information stated in a pre-set format 
into the using condition information of another format having the same contents. 

3. A recording meaium having stored therein a control program for control data for 
managing one or more contents data and the using condition information stating use 
conditions of each contents data and for controlling the corresponding contents data 
based on the using condition information, 

said control program for said contents data including a processing for 
converting said using condition information stated in a pre-set format into the using 

\ 

condition information of ano^er format having the same contents. 

4. A data processing apparatus J^mprising: 
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one or morelapplication for reproduction for managing one or more contents 



data and the using cl|ndition information stating the using condition of each contents 

data and for reproducing the contents data based on said using condition information; 

\ 

and \ 

a comprehensive contents management unit for managing the contents data and 
the using condition information of said contents data; 

each application for reproduction or the comprehensive contents management 
unit converting the contents encryption system used by each application and the format 
of the using condition information into the contents encryption system used by said 
comprehensive contents rifianagement unit and the format of the using condition 
information to transfer the dontents data and the using condition information from the 
application for reproduction to said comprehensive contents management unit. 

5. The data processing apparatus according to claim 4 w^herein each application for 
reproduction converts the encryption system for contents data transferred to said 
comprehensive contents management unit from the encryption system used by the 
application for reproduction to an encryption system used by said comprehensive 
contents management unit. 

6. The data processing apparatus according to cj)pm 4 wherein said comprehensive 
contents management unit converts the ^ e/cryjition system for contents data 
transferred from each application for reproduction from an encryption system used by 
the application for reproduction to the encryption system used by the comprehensive 
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contents management uiiit ; and wherein the comprehensive contents management unit 
converts the format fort the using condition information transferred from each 
application for reproduction from a format prescribed by the application for 
reproduction to a format pr^cribed by the comprehensive contents management unit. 

7. The data processing app^aratus according to claim 4 wherein said comprehensive 

\ 

contents management unit connects to a server over a network by a transfer protocol 
which is the same as the tranker protocol used between the comprehensive contents 
management unit and each application for reproduction. 

8. A contents management mdthod for managing one or more contents data and the 
using condition information, staging the using condition of each contents data and for 
managing one or more applicatici^ for reproduction, and adapted for reproducing the 
contents data based on the using condition information, by a comprehensive contents 
management unit, said method coi^iprising: 

transferring the contents dati^ and the using condition information from each 
application for reproduction to the comprehensive contents management unit using a 
transfer protocol having a unified format for the contents data encryption system and 
the using condition information. 

9. The contents management method according to c]kim 8 wh^ein before transferring 
the contents data from each application for repi^odudtioji to the comprehensive 
contents management unit, the encryption system fd^ this contents data is converted 
from an encryption system used by each application for reproduction into a unified 
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encryption system. 

10. The contents management method according to claim 8 wherein said 
comprehensive contents management unit connects to a server over a netv^^ork by a 
transfer protocol v/Jiich is the same as the transfer protocol used between the 
comprehensive contents management unit and each application for reproduction. 11. 
The contents management method according to claim 8 wherein said comprehensive 
contents management! unit manages the contents data and the using condition 
information using the vilified encryption system and the unified format of the using 
condition information. \ 

12. A recording medium having stored therein a comprehensive contents management 
application for managing one or more contents data and the using condition 
information, stating the using condition of each contents data and for managing one 
or more application for reproduction, and adapted for reproducing the contents data 
based on the using conditioi\ information, said comprehensive contents management 
application including 

a processing program fdi transferring the contents data and the using condition 
information from each application for reproductiprrtising a transfer protocol having 
a unified format for the contents data encryption system and the using condition 
information. \ y \. 

13. The recording medium according to ciaJrn 12 wherein said comprehensive 
contents management application converts an eimyption system for contents data 
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transferred from each application for reproduction from an encryption system used by 
each application for reproduction to an encryption system used by the comprehensive 
contents management application; and wherein 

the format for the using condign information transferred from each application 
for reproduction from the foniiat p^es4i1bed by each application for reproduction to 
the format prescribed by the coinprdJ|iensive contents management application. 
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14. (Added) A dak processing apparatus comprising: 

a reception interface for receiving first contents data furnished from a first 

\ 

contents server and $econd contents data furnished from a second contents server; 

a comprehens|ive contents management unit, inclusive of said reception 
interface, for supervising said first and second contents data and the using condition 
information stating the using conditions for said first and second contents data; and 

a using condition conversion program for converting the format of the using 
condition information employed by said first contents server into the format of the 
using condition information employed in said comprehensive contents management 
unit; 

the format of the using condition information of contents used by said second 
contents server being the same as the format of the using condition information of the 
contents used by said comprehensive contents management unit; w^herein 

when transferring said first contents data and the using condition information 
appended to the first content^^ data to said comprehensive contents management unit, 
the format of the using condition information appended to said first contents data is 
converted into the format of the 

A 

;ing condition information used by said 
it^rm. 



comprehensive contents management 

15 (Added) The data processing ap^xatu3\according to claim 14 wherein said using 
condition conversion program js executed using said comprehensive contents 
management unit. 
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16. (Added) The data processing apparatus according to claim 14 wherein said format 
of said using condition information is converted on the basis of movement or copying 
of said first contents data to said contents management unit. 

17. (Added) The data prqcessing apparatus according to claim 14 wherein said first 

contents data is transferred^ to said comprehensive contents management unit using a 

\ 

transfer protocol having ^ unified format of the using condition information of 
contents data. ' 

18. (Added) A recording ri|edium having stored therein a comprehensive contents 

management software for su|)ervisingthe first and second contents data and the using 

1 

condition information stating';the using condition of said first and second contents data 

i 

to supervise the contents data based on said using condition information, comprising: 
a reception interface for receiving first contents data furnished from a first 

contents server and second contents data furnished from a second contents server; 

a using condition convei*sion program for converting the format of the using 

condition information employed by said first contents server into the format of the 

using condition information employed in said comprehensive contents management 

(V 

the format of the using conditiqn information of contents used by said second 
contents server being the same as the foTjrnat ^f the using condition information of the 
contents used by said comprehensive contents management unit; wherein 

when transferring said first contents data and the using condition information 
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appended to the first contents data to said comprehensive contents management unit, 
the format of the us^ing t<^ition information appended to said first contents data is 



converted into the i foi^majV^f the using condition information used by said 



comprehensive contents Management unit 




